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correspondence – but an even greater
responsibility as an associate justice of
New York’s highest court.
He was appointed in August by Gov.
George E. Pataki, the last high court ap-
pointment by the Republican governor,
who called him “a man of extraordinary
character, intelligence, integrity, colle-
giality and commitment to the rule of
law.” Pigott had made the shortlist three
times previously for a seat on the Court
of Appeals.
The move comes as the crowning
achievement of a long legal career that
began at UB Law School but was incu-
bated when he was growing up on a
family farm near Rochester, with Perry
Mason on TV. “I always wanted to be a
trial lawyer,” Pigott says, “and I always
thought, and still do, that trial lawyers
are the jet pilots of the profession.”
He graduated from LeMoyne College
in Syracuse, and enrolled at UB Law in
1968 – only to be drafted, yanked out of
class in November of his first year, and
sent to Vietnam as an interpreter. “I was
in a Civil Affairs unit and was called a lo-
gistics adviser,” he says. “My job was to
talk to the locals as we would rebuild
the schools and offices that had been
destroyed. It was a rebuilding process
more than anything else.”
He was discharged after a two-year
tour of duty, and went right back to Ea-
gle Street – this was in the school’s final
years before its move to Amherst – with
the GI Bill kicking in for tuition, and
with a renewed sense of purpose. “UB
could not have been nicer,” Pigott says.
“They told us when we got drafted –
and I was far from the only one – that
they would reserve a seat for us when
we came back. And they did.
“Those two years in the Army were
eye-opening for me, to get outside that
comfort zone of being a student. You
are talking to soldiers and you realize
that this is their whole life – they are go-
ing to do this job for the next 40 years.
And you come to realize that your edu-
cation is not a game.”
Like the other law students of his
day, he frequented the courts when he
was not in class – or clerking for the
five-member firm Offermann, Fallon,
Mahoney & Adner, in the Statler Build-
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ing on Niagara Square. “I clerked for
them the whole time I was in law
school, and it was the best thing that
ever happened to me,” Pigott reflects. “I
knew all the clerks. I was looking for the
tools to practice law, and between
school and clerking, I certainly got
those. When it came time to take the bar
exam, all those questions on filing times,
deadlines, documents – I had lived it.”
In school, he said, he soaked up
knowledge from legends with names
like Hyman, Homburger and Hawk-
land – “they just exuded lawyership.”
And in the group of students with last
names N through Z (“they divided us
up that way”), he made lifelong friends;
they still have a Christmas get-together
every year.
After graduation, Pigott practiced
with Offermann, Fallon, Mahoney & Ad-
ner for eight years; served for four years
as Erie County attorney; and was chief
trial counsel for the reformulated Offer-
mann, Cassano, Pigott & Greco. Pataki
appointed him to State Supreme Court
in 1997, to the Appellate Division the
next year, and to the post of presiding
justice in 2000. (“I have promoted Judge
Pigott more times than I have promoted
Child Health Plus,” the governor joked.)
Then came the call from governor’s
counsel telling him to stick close by the
phone. “I knew what was coming,” Pig-
ott says. “It was just terrific.”
He becomes the first high court judge
from Western New York in 20 years,
maintaining a schedule that rotates be-
tween two weeks in Albany and three
weeks back home. The appointment for
Pigott, 59, will last until he reaches the
mandatory retirement age of 70.
He has become known as alawyers’ judge – someonewho understands thestresses attorneys are un-der as they prepare and ar-
gue cases. “I absolutely love lawyers,”
he says. “I think lawyers are the greatest
people walking the earth and, jokes
aside, criticism aside, everything else, it
is unbelievable to me what lawyers do.
My whole philosophy on the bench is to
take care of the lawyers. By taking care
of them, you just show them the respect
they deserve. Give them the day in court
that they need, and count on them to
properly represent their client. I am
rarely disappointed.”
Court observers also have noted his
sense of humor, even during proceed-
ings. That, he said, is something he will
carry with him to Albany.
“It is a big deal to go to the Appeals
Court,” he says. “You do not need a
bunch of dour, sour, stern-looking jurists
looking down at you. I try to keep it as
light as I can. It is easy to be a bully as a
judge, but where does that get you?”
He is proud of his record of fostering
diversity, most recently recognized with
a “Champion of Diversity” award from
the Rochester Black Bar Association for
his work to recruit minority law clerks to
the Appellate Division. “The cities that I
am most aware of have done a tremen-
dous job, and continue to try, to inte-
grate police and the fire departments
and the government,” he says. “I think
the legal profession has to be next. I
think the bar does, I think the bench
does, and I think the more we do, the
better off we are.
“And UB has to be extremely proud
of itself for its diversity. My experience
of the Law School is that it has the most
diverse student body that I have seen.”
Pigott makes his home on Grand Is-
land with his wife, Peggy. Their daugh-
ter Martha, a recent graduate of Hobart
and William Smith Colleges, has joined
the Peace Corps and is awaiting assign-
ment, probably to Africa; their son
David, who went to West Point and is a
captain in the Army, has just finished his
second tour of duty in Iraq.
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Pigott has become known as a lawyers’ judge – someone
who understands the stresses attorneys are under 
as they prepare and argue cases. 
Left to right: President of the Women Lawyers of Western New York, Wallace W. Wiens; President of the UB Law Alumni Association,
Dennis R. McCoy; President of the Western New York Trial Lawyers Association, Michael Menard; President of the WNY Chapter of the
Women's Bar Association of the State of New York, Hilary C. Banker; President of the Bar Association of Erie County, Stephen R.
Lamantia; Hon. Eugene F. Pigott Jr.; President of the Supreme Court Justices Association, Hon. Frederick J. Marshall; President of the
Minority Bar Association of WNY, Betty Calvo-Torres; and President of the Buffalo Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates,
Amherst Town Justice Mark G. Farrell.
